FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

soldiers knew this only too well. When the Germans, in accordance
with their military tactics, would concentrate hundreds of shells on
one small piece of territory in order to lay everything bare before
the infantry came into action, I have often heard our men greet
these frightful cannonades with an ironic "Heil, Hitler!"

The Germans were in charge of the work of fortification. The
dense walls of cement erected with such alarming speed by
German engineers, and which so often broke our soldiers5 attack,
were a further proof of the tremendous assistance given by
Germany to the rebels. The instructors and commanding officers
at the air bases were German. So also were the tank instructors,
the cartographic headquarters in Vitoria were controlled by
them. In the Navy they acted as advisers, officers, artillery-men,
mine-layers, or anything else that was required. The naval
detachment of the Condor Legion was there to provide a varied
and expert staff. According to Die Wehrmacht, it was composed of a
great many officers, a large number of specialists, and a few
"Spanish Germans" who acted as interpreters. (I must confess to
anxiety in the matter of the "Spanish Germans." If one day
Franco should fail the German Fuhrer, or, as is more likely, if the
Spanish people should rise against him, Hitler may well discover
in Spain the existence of another German minority on whose
behalf he will decide to intervene afresh.) "Their chief mission,"
stated the above-mentioned Review, "was mine-laying, coaching
candidates for the Naval College, and training Spaniards in the
use of the arms and machines acquired in Germany."

Their zeal and ability did not flag when the firing ceased.
"Rather than a fighting unit it was a military and a civil mission":
in these words the Franco telegrams described the Condor Legion
at the time of their official departure from Spain. A large group
of economists and industrialists formed an integral part of this
Legion, and effectively carried out their instructions to penetrate
every branch of Spanish economy, in order to secure complete
German domination at a later date. Another and even more-
numerous contingent, consisting of Gestapo agents, initiated the
Franco police in the methods employed by the Third Reich in
preventing all possible reaction and in rooting out opposition.
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